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(905) 529-4871 

Email:  info@westplains.ca 
Website: www.westplains.ca 

 
 

February 5, 2023 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
 
 

 
 

West Plains Mission Statement 
 
We are an active faith community, seeking to deepen our relationship with God 

through thoughtful worship, prayer, uplifting music, outreach, friendship and 
study, inspired by a setting overlooking nature. We are a growing church family 

welcoming people of all ages to follow Jesus’ teachings in their lives. 
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*Indicates an invitation to stand, as you are able. 

VU - Voices United hymn book, MV - More Voices hymn book. 

 

We follow current Covid-19 protocols; along with social distancing 

masking is highly recommended. 

 

GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE 

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle   

We begin with a time of reflection. 

Prelude:  “Winter” from Four Seasons       - A. Vivaldi 
 
Opening Words 
 
*Hymn:  “Praise God for This Holy Ground”                MV 42   
 
Opening Prayer 

 
Welcome, Announcements, and Celebrations 

 

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD 

 

Prayer of Illumination 
 
Scriptures:                                                                     

Responsive Psalm #138                       VU 860  
”We worship in your holy place and praise you for 
your truth and grace.” 

 Matthew 5: 13-20 

Hymn:  “Jesus Bids Us Shine”                                        VU 585 
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Sermon:  “Light and Salt” 
 
Anthem:  “Let It Shine”        -spiritual, arr. N. Price/D. Besig 
 

GIVING THANKS TO GOD 
 

*Dedication of Offering:     VU 541 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God all creatures high and low, 
Give thanks to God in love made known: 
Creator, Word and Spirit, One. 

Prayer of Dedication 

Prayer Refrain:  “Take, O Take Me as I Am”   MV 85  

 Take, O take me as I am; 
 summon out what I shall be; 
 set your seal upon my heart and live in me. 

Pastoral Prayer and Paraphrase of the Prayer of Jesus:  

Eternal Spirit, 
 Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
 Source of all that is and that shall be. 
 Father and Mother of us all, 
 Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

 The hallowing of your name echo 
 through the universe! 
 The way of your justice be followed 
 by peoples of the world! 
 Your heavenly will be done 
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 by all created beings! 
 Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
 sustain our hope and come on earth. 

 With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
 In the hurts we absorb from one another,  

forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power  
that is love, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
GOING FORTH IN GOD’S NAME 

 
*Hymn:  “Let There Be Light”                                    VU 679    
 
*Commissioning and Benediction 
 
*Threefold Amen 
 
Postlude:  “Prelude from Violin Sonata No. 9”  - A. Corelli 

You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude is concluded to enjoy  
a time of meditation as we conclude our worship service.   

Hymns Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-715986 

 
Minister:  The Rev. Dr. Philip Gardner 

Music Director:  Lianne Tan 
Office Administrator: Wendy Thomson 

Video Technician: Jacob Sadler 
Caretakers:  Maria DaSilva and Will Fennema 
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Please keep in your Prayers this week:   
Jan Hazelton, Mary Starodub, Marnie Gaylard, the family of 
Vicki MacDonald, Lawrence and Tillie Hazzard, Joan King, 
Danvers Leng, Anna, her granddaughter Olesya, and Olesya’s 
two children. 
 

 

First Nations people have walked on this land; their relationship 
with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality. We 
are mindful that West Plains stands on the traditional territory 

of the Haudenosaunee and Anishnabe and that we are all treaty 
people, parties to the Dish With One Spoon.  May we live with 

respect on this land and live in peace and friendship with all who 
live and work and worship on it. 

 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY—February 22nd at 1:30 pm, the West Plains 
Community of Faith is cordially invited to join with the 
congregation of East Plains United Church for a service 
of worship and the imposition of ashes led by the Rev. Jan 
McCormick and the Rev. Dr. Philip Gardner at East Plains  
(375 Plains Rd. E.). Refreshments to follow. 
 
 


