West Plains United Church
Wednesday, February 10, 2021
Unified Board Meeting
Present: Peter Fox, Shelley Gaylard, Judi Honsberger, Rev. Philip Gardner, Darlene Groves, Brian
Hallas, Bev Robertson, Bert Posedowski, Linda Sanderson, Debbie Burford. (highlighted are
voting members)
Regrets: Bev Biggley
Call to Order - The meeting opened via Zoom at 7:02 p.m. followed by a prayer offered by
Darlene Groves on behalf of the Finance Committee.
Previous Minutes and Correspondence:
Correspondence – An email sent from Linda Sanderson inquiring about having a 100th birthday
card blitz for Edna Cudmore. Edna has been in the hospital so we will keep checking to see if she
is home and if so we will send cards for her birthday on March 9th.
The minutes of Wednesday, January 13, 2021 were presented to the Board. Judi Honsberger
made the motion “to accept the minutes of Wednesday, January 13, 2021 as presented”.
Seconded by Debbie Burford.
Rental Committee Report – Judi Honsberger
The only groups allowed use of the building during Covid are the community outreach groups,
the Sunday morning group being the only group meeting (but not sure they are coming in at
present). There was a request from the polling people to see if the church is still available if
there is an election. Peter Fox will reply to them to let them know that nothing has changed
from the prior arrangements.
Faith Formation Committee Report – Darlene Groves
Our Lenten Book Study will be of the book My Year of Living Spiritually by Anne Bokma. It will be
held on four Sundays starting March 7th from 11:00 a.m. to noon on Zoom. Anyone wanting to
join the discussion needs to email Darlene Groves to be added to the Zoom list.
Ministry & Personnel (M&P) Committee Report – Debbie Burford
Rev. Philip will be taking study leave the week of Feb. 15th. He will be covering urgent pastoral
care. Rev. Barbara Morrison has agreed to cover the online worship on Sunday, Feb. 21st.
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Office Update – Effective February 1st the members of the M&P committee took over checking
the email messages. The message on the church answering machine has been changed to
reflect that messages are not being checked regularly but gives the number for Rev. Philip in
case of emergency. We would like to thank Vicki Faubert for taking the time over the past 10
months to check the phone and email messages.
Social Justice Committee Report - Linda Sanderson
Linda Sanderson has delivered the January and April cheques to the Compassion Society. She
was informed that their time in their current space has been extended for 3 years, however, they
would still like to secure a new facility before the 3 years is up. They need 4000 sq. ft. with high
ceilings for storage. Wesley Urban Ministries is feeding community meals to 5000 people per
week, they have opened a child care center, and they are continuing to operate an isolation
center for the homeless. They are not serving the Annual Sunday Dinner as they have been but
would accept a $450 donations (same as last year). We will include a request for donations for
Wesley in the mid-week update. The 30th Annual Case for Kids is on June 6th, will be held inperson or virtually depending on Covid at the time.
Property Committee Report - Brian Hallas
The committee had a short meeting on February 2nd. We discussed lawn maintenance, lawn
fertilizing and basic housekeeping. Phil Groves and Brian Hallas will continue on doing the lawn
maintenance for 2021. Steven Burford overhauled the light bulbs in the Narthex, all except one,
so a thank you to Steve.
There is road work being planned by the City of Burlington for 2022, taking in from Unsworth
Ave. to the Royal Botanical Gardens, to put in dedicated bike lanes with protective medians.
They are planning on putting a bus shelter in front of the church, however, as far as we have
been advised to-date this is the only change that will affect West Plains. Peter Fox is staying in
contact with our contact Rob. Shelley Gaylard advised that it would be good if we attended
some of the virtual public meetings to keep informed.
Worship Committee Report – Bev Robertson – No report
The next Worship meeting is on February 24th.
Finance Committee Report – Bert Posedowski
Overall, it was a slow start to the year with spending $5,865 greater than our revenue. In
January we also transferred $5000 from the General Bank Account back to the Designated Funds
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(Savings) Account. This $5,000 has no bearing on the $5,865 deficit reported above. (Appendix
I)
The Draft budget was reviewed by the Board and it was agreed that the Envelopes/PAR Account
should be set at $111,000 which reflects last year’s actuals.
Bert Posedowski made the motion “that we accept the 2021 budget as presented and adjusted
here with a year-end predicted deficit of $13454.00” seconded by Bev Robertson. Passed
(Appendix II)

Stewardship Committee Report – none
Trustees Committee Report – Peter Fox – no report
Minister’s Report - Rev. Dr. Philip Gardner
•

•
•
•

•

Our worship team continues to innovate as best we are able and my hope is to have
more lay participation in the coming months, specifically in the realm of Minutes for
Mission and lay readings. It will be a slightly different list because people need to be
technologically able to forward audio files to Peter Fox.
The pattern for communion followed by coffee hour seems to be well-received. We’ll
have our Lenten communion, I hope, on February 28th (might this be a possible Annual
Meeting date?).
Next week, the Rev. Barbara Fullerton of East Plains United and I will offer a joint Ash
Wednesday Worship for the congregations of East and West Plains on Zoom at 2 p.m.
Peter has sent the invitation, but we’ll send it again.
Much gratitude to the Ministry and Personnel Committee who have made it possible for
me to have one of my study weeks beginning after this Sunday (February 14). I will be
grading papers from the United Church history students and I hope to get a head start on
the lectures for the second half of the term as well as to get my head around preaching
for the Lenten season (hard to believe we’re there). This does mean I will not be
participating in the online service for Lent I, but I know that I leave the West Plains online
worshippers in the very capable hands of the Rev. Barbara Morrison who, will join with
Peter and Lianne and the choir to prepare the online service for February 21.
Faith Formation has met and we have planned a book study for Sunday mornings in Lent
beginning on March 7. For the past couple of years, I have been judging the Hamilton
Literary Awards non-fiction prize and this past year the winner in that and in another
category was a book by Anne Bokma, a journalist who is a monthly contributor to
Broadview. Her book is called My Year of Living Spiritually. It’s a riff on an earlier book by
A.J. Jacobs called The Year of Living Biblically. Bokma, throughout one year, investigates
different spiritual practices, one assigned to each month. It sounds a little stodgy and
pious, but I assure you it isn’t!
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Meetings of Halton clergy, the national group of Interim Ministers and meetings of the
Horseshoe Falls Clergy continue to take place monthly on Zoom.
And finally, with the fairly ineffectual roll out of the vaccination process in Canada (at last
count Canada was thirty something in its per capita vaccination rate among world
countries) I think we need to prepare for the possibility that in-person worship may not
happen at West Plains before the beginning of September. At any rate, online worship in
some form is realistically here to stay, so just a gentle reminder, there will be implications
for equipment and needed volunteers.
Peter and I have discussed doing some advanced searching and planning for what
equipment we might need for live streaming if that is a direction we go in. This is also the
sesquicentennial year, so I don’t know if there might be a possibility of doing a bit of
fundraising for such equipment (to be honest, it isn’t cheap and any cheap solutions we
might entertain will probably look cheap in comparison with what other churches have
on offer)?

New Business
1. Paper Shredding Fundraiser – Shelley Gaylard
Shelley Gaylard contacted Dana from Paper Savers to inquire if a Fall date would be
possible for a Shredding event and about date changes if necessary. She was told that
we can book for the Fall. If you need to change the date for any reason they ask the we
contact them at least one month prior to the event so they can inform their staff (as they
normally don’t work on the weekends). However, if it is ‘lockdown’ related they would
understand if the date had to be change without a one-month notice. The reschedule
date would be subject to staff and truck availability. The Board has asked
Shelley contact Dana and book Saturday, September 25th for a 4 hour (10:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m.) Shredding Event.
2. Community of Faith Profile updated to ChurchHub – Peter Fox
The Minister’s Job Description Profile has been submitted and approved by Regional
Council and accepted, the next step is for Rev. Philip Gardner to submit his paperwork
and us call him.
3. Annual Report – Peter Fox
Peter will speak to Bev Biggley to see if she can have the Annual Report available on-line
prior to the 28th. If she agrees then we will have the Annual meeting after Communion
and Coffee Time.
4. Nominating Committee – Peter Fox
Peter will make available the Job Description for the Envelope Secretary to see if there
are any volunteers for this position. Jan Hazelton will be retired as of our General
Meeting. Steven Burford has agreed to sit on the Social Justice Committee.
Closing Prayer – Rev. Dr. Philip Gardner
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Motion to adjourned at 8:27 p.m. was made by Debbie Burford.
Next meeting – Wednesday, March 10, 2021 @ 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.
Opening Prayer will be offered Faith Formation (if you are unable to offer prayer please let
Darlene know ahead of the meeting).
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