West Plains United Church
Wednesday, May 13, 2020
Unified Board Meeting via Zoom
Present: Bev Biggley, Judi Honsberger, Peter Fox, Darlene Groves, Brian Hallas, Rev. Dr. Philip
Gardner, Carol Eydt, Bert Posedowski, Shelley Gaylard, Pat Mifflin.
Regrets: Bev Robertson
Call to Order - The meeting opened via Zoom at 7:03 p.m. followed by a prayer offered by
Secretary of the Board, Darlene Groves.
Previous Minutes and Correspondence:
The minutes of Wednesday, March 11, 2020 and Tuesday, April 21, 2020 were presented to the
Board. Judi Honsberger made the motion “to accept the minutes of Wednesday, March 11,
2020 and Tuesday, April 21, 2020 as presented”. Seconded by Bev Biggley.
Rental Report – no report
Faith Formation – no report
Ministry & Personnel – no report
Property – Brian Hallas
The committee is carrying on with routine maintenance. Will and Maria have started working on
the floors downstairs. The Grounds Keeping Crew/Property was out to cut the grass on
Saturday, May 9th.
Worship Report – Bev Biggley presented for Linda Sanderson/Lianne Tan
From Linda Sanderson, KITT:
Telephone Service: Since April 3rd our telephone congregation of between 8 and 11 people has
met on Friday mornings at 11 AM. We are all on our phones having a friendly visit with one
another, while Lianne prepares the technical aspects of the Service. We then settle in and enjoy
the Service that took place on the previous Sunday.
Some of us sing along and others repeat the Lord’s Prayer with Philip. After the church chimes
ring out to indicate that the service is over, we wish each other well until the next Friday
morning when we will meet again.
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From Lianne Tan, Music Director:
Music: Our virtual choir, which now numbers 12 regular plus 5 occasional singers, records 2-3
songs each week. Anthems and some hymns have come from the choir CDs and archival
recordings. New special music has been offered by Mary, Joanne, and Stan, and the 2020 Men
of West Plains. In addition, Lianne has put together virtual duets with friends, including an organ
and piano duet with herself last Sunday.
Online Services: Lianne is very grateful to be working with such a great team as Philip and Peter,
to create the weekly services. She is especially appreciative of the time that Peter commits each
Friday night and Saturday, to complete the audio service product. Peter is the last link in the
production line. He is not only the technical producer, but together with Marilyn, they also
include wonderful visual photos of the church interior, and sounds, like the bells and the birds, to
make the listener feel like they are sitting in the church. All this adds to the welcoming feel of
the service. Lianne is also thankful that she can discuss technical challenges and solutions with
Peter. (It is nice to have a fellow techie!)
Social Justice – Carol Eydt
The 29th Annual Case for Kids will be a month long June campaign, raising funds for Children and
Youth Programs including Youth Housing (one of their essential programs that has stayed open
during COVID-19). Lianne will be contacted to include a request for donations in her Thursday,
June 4th Midweek Update. Also Rev. Philip could be asked to include an announcement in the
June 7th worship service.
Approximately 60 masks have been made by Lois Lennon, Margot Feyerer and Judi Honsberger for distribution to congregation and community with a number of people making donations to
the church.
Compassion Society is opened once again, distributing food baskets at the door Monday,
Wednesday and Friday. Our cheque for $600 was delivered last week, to cover our commitment
for April, May and June.
Finance – Bert Posedowski
The gains we made in March have partially eroded through April and the year end deficit is now
predicted at $7,487. This result does not consider the fact that we have commitments to M&S
and Compassion Society of $2,600 and $600 respectively. Accounting for those commitments
the year end deficit is actually $10,687.
The bank balance at the end of April is shown as $24,145 however with all our commitments and
excluding the $5000 from the designated funds, the available cash in the General Account at the
end of April is $14,333. Historically, May, June and July are months where our revenues and
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expenses balance and so historically, we could sustain ourselves for those months with a bank
balance of $14K. Because these are not normal times, I cannot predict how long we will last on
the $14k in our account.
Stewardship – no report
Trustee Report – no report
Minister’s Report – Rev. Dr. Philip Gardner
•

•

•

•

•

We continue to have positive responses to our online worship and I am grateful to Lianne
and Peter for the excellence of these undertakings. The services have been getting
smoother and more professional. One big positive has been that we have started to
attract a following from outside the West Plains family. I have received some lovely
emails of appreciation from inside and outside our congregation for our efforts.
On that subject, our re-opening committee will need to do some thinking (once we have
begun the re-opening phases) about how to continue to offer worship to those who are
not able to be physically present in our sanctuary, or who may with cause be afraid to be
there (in light of the likelihood there will be no vaccine for some time).
Rev. Lynn Hamilton has successfully made it through her heart surgery and is at Margot’s
Feyerer’s house for her time of convalescence. This makes good sense given proximity to
the General Hospital if there are any complications. I invite your prayers for Lynn’s
process of recovery. The big problem will likely be persuading her to assist her recovery
by not doing too much, too soon.
There are regular meetings of clergy continuing via Zoom. The Halton United Church
clergy meet each Wednesday and there are also monthly meetings with the Interim
Ministry network and frequent meetings of the Horseshoe Falls Region – though last
week’s was for clergy only.
Next week was supposed to be the annual Festival of Homiletics (which I believe Leigh
attended last year). I have never been able to attend this festival of preaching either
because I couldn’t afford it or the timing of it was bad but this year it is being offered
online and for free. My Scots heritage would not allow me to pass up the Festival of
Homiletics offered for free, so I have registered. I’m trying to get as much work done as
possible during this week for our online May 24th offering, in order to free time next
week to attend the homiletics Festival online. It may prove a little intense, but I’m going
to give it a whirl!

New Business
1. Beehives at West Plains – A proposal by Denbigh Farms to have West Plains United
Church place 4 beehives on the church property (proposed site back westerly corner by
the Cudmore tree). Information was distributed at the Board meeting.
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a. Concerns voiced –
i. Safety for those who may have allergies to bees
ii. The "donations" meet the definition of gifts as provided by the CRA and
therefore we should not be issuing tax receipts.
iii. Does the church need to collect GST on the sales and how the GST is
settled with the producer.
iv. An exit clause be added which allows the church to terminate the
contract, without penalty, before the expiry date in the event the bee
hives prove to be a nuisance to the church or it's neighbours.
b. Possible benefits –
i. Keeping bees supports the UCC ecological mandate – creates awareness
ii. An easy $600 + toward fundraising efforts
iii. Partnering with a community group
iv. Possible product to sell
Peter has asked that all ideas and concerns be emailed to him by Monday, May 18th, he
will speak to the representative of Denbigh Farms to clarify the indemnity/exit clause as
well as the financial aspects of the deal and will contact the Board with the information.
2. Setting a Reopening Committee – A committee needs to be struck with one
representative from Rentals, Ministry & Personnel, Property and Worship, as well as
those involved in the current on-line services – Philip, Lianne and Peter. Judi Honsberger
made the motion, “that we set up on Reopening Committee with the following members
Peter Fox, Rev. Philip Gardner, Lianne Tan, Brian Hallas, Judi Honsberger, a member of
M&P (Pat Mifflin) and a representative from Worship (Marilyn Fox). Seconded by
Shelley Gaylard.
Closing Prayer – Rev. Philip Gardner
Motion to adjourned at 8:25 p.m. was made by Pat Mifflin.
Next meeting – Wednesday, June 10, 2020 @ 7:00 via Zoom.
Opening Prayer will be offered the Clerk of Session, Shelley Gaylard.
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