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Minister’s Message 

As I write this note, the “snow drops” in the churchyard are busily trying to push their heads 

out of the cold earth to announce that spring is coming. The swans have arrived at their 

summer home in the wild pond behind the church and the ice has begun to melt. In the midst 

of the ice storms this winter, I know many of us wondered, “Would spring ever come?” 

Through creation, God reminds us of the cycles of our lives and the hope and promise of 

renewal and rebirth. The garden plants are starting to green and push up to the sun, the trees 

in the orchards have branches turning red/brown, crocus, pasque flower and primula are about 

to blossom. Birds of bright and dull colours are returning home in flocks and looking for their 

nesting homes. 

In the resurrection story recorded in Luke 24, we see and hear these words … “why do you seek 

the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen!” (vs. 5b-6a). 

As spring continues to grow in warmth, may we shake off the vestiges of winter and embrace 

the hope of resurrection for our own lives – for Christ lives in us for the world. He is not dead, 

the signs of new life are around us and he lives in us! May we cling to God’s promises, claim 

them for ourselves and share them with our families, our community and those in need around 

the world.  

Though for me, Easter is normally a time of deep celebration, this Easter I write to you with my 

regrets and sadness as I note my letter of resignation of my post here at West Plains United 

Church, which will be effective July 1, 2019. We were not able to arrange our anticipated move 

to Burlington and the drive back and forth from Etobicoke has become wearing. The distance, 

as I noted in my letter, has become a barrier to my work here. 

I am hoping to continue to reach out to our members while I am here, and assist the church in 

some of its work as you look to your ministerial leadership needs. 

May God bless you this Easter and in the years to come. 

 

In Christ’s Love, 

Rev. T. Leigh Olson 

 

 

 



In Memoriam: 

Soren Ladefoged Andersen 

Nov. 26, 2018 

 

Vera Mavis Downey 

Dec. 1, 2018 

 

Eleanor Jean Mitchell 

August 11, 1936 -Feb. 21, 2019 

 

Janet Christeen Swanson 

March 20, 2019 

 

 

Ministry & Personnel Report 

As many of you are already aware, Judi Honsberger is retiring from her position as Office Administrator 

at West Plains United Church on April 30th. We would like to thank Judi for all her assistance and hard 

work over the past year, bringing a welcoming feel to the church and organizing many aspects of the 

office. Judi will continue to attend West Plains and has volunteered to be a member of the rental 

committee, as well as be on the list for supply office coverage. 

 

As announced in church on Sunday, March 17th, Rev. Leigh Olson will also be leaving us as of the end of 

June 2019. Rev. Leigh joined West Plains at the end of August 2017 and over that time has shared her 

ideas, knowledge and gift of music with our church family. We wish Rev. Leigh all the best in h er future 

endeavors and thank both Rev. Leigh and her family, Hannah and Graeme, for the time they have shared 

in the work here at West Plains United Church. The Ministry and Personnel committee has met with 

Diane Blanchard, our Pastoral Relations representative for Antler River Watershed, Western Ontario 



Waterways and Horseshoe Falls Regional Councils. The committee continues to work with the Unified 

Board to determine the process necessary to secure a replacement while West Plains begins the process 

of developing a Community Profile and eventual search for our new minister. 

 

Property Committee 

It started as a small project. “Let’s give the front of the sanctuary around the piano a treatment 

to match the area on the Plains Road Side.” That was followed by “Let’s lift the pews in the rear 

section of the sanctuary and see how the floor responds to a cleaning and sealing”. The result 

was strikingly good. We now had the courage to tackle the original sanctuary. In some places 

the finish had been worn down to bare wood. This cleaning and sealing job wasn’t for looks but 

plain old good housekeeping maintenance. We have to acknowledge Peter Fox and Ray Mifflin 

for their leadership in this effort. 

Most of January and February required an effort to keep snow and ice under control.  

Family Day was marked by a flood in the Fellowship Hall caused by the separation of a flexible 

pipe joint in the pump room. A chance early discovery and a fast response from church family 

contained the water and expedited a clean up. Thank you to the Burfords for the use of their 

wet/dry vacuum and Phil Groves for plumbing repair and use of heaters and fans to dry the hall 

quickly. 

The blue stacking chairs in the Fellowship Hall, acquired perhaps 30 years ago, are becoming a 

source of concern. One collapsed under a guest. This prompted an inspection of all the chairs. 

Sixteen were reinforced and thirty-one had their loose chair backs screwed in place. We do not 

have enough blue chairs to accommodate a full house of dinner theatre patrons. A search is 

under way for additional chairs. 

We have priced replacement windows for the office administrator and minister’s offices  for 

budget purposes. We have sourced estimates to install the air conditioning units purchased last 

fall.  

In addition to the regular spring yard clean up day we think an interior spring cleaning may be 

useful. There are many areas not part of the custodians weekly rounds that can use a dust 

bunny hunt, de-cobwebbing, window wash or a good wipe down of door frames, window sills 

etc. Dates to be announced.  

We are glad to see this winter fading away. Let’s hope spring time doesn’t hold too many 

surprises. 

 

 



Finance 

The Finance Committee submits a report to the Unified Board each month and this is posted on 

the bulletin board outside the office for your perusal. 

 

 

  United Church Women 

Have you seen a robin? Spring has arrived and yes, the robins have returned from the south. 

 

Thank you Jan Hazelton for planning our programs for 2018-2019. Our January meeting was 

well attended as we had an informed discussion on the history of UCW with ideas for future 

get-togethers. 

 

February’s speaker was our own Lianne Tan. Her life stories were interesting and filled with 

humour, honesty and humility. What a talented gal and an inspiration for her students at 

Appleby College. Who knew her major is math and science, not music! We are so fortunate to 

have Lianne and Grace in our church family. 

 

In March, Rev. Barbara Morrison introduced us to Contemplative Prayer. She was practising this 

method of prayer at a very young age. Empty your mind of any thoughts, close your eyes, open 

your palms and be open with your God. A powerful moment of enlightenment and peace. 

Thank you Barbara. 

 

Our open sessions have generated interest and good attendance. Maybe we have come up with 

a winning combination for the future. 

 

Saturday, March 30th five of our UCW members attended the last Halton Presbytery UCW 

workshop at Tansley United Church. 

 

April 2nd our speaker was our own Reverend Leigh as she spoke on our beautiful stained glass 

windows. All who attended learned much about the depictions of scriptures on the windows. 

 

May 7th at 2:00 p.m. we will have a guest speaker, Sarah Richer, from the Royal Botanical 

Gardens. She will be speaking about the Blanding’s Turtle which nests on West Plains’ property. 

It is a rare turtle and the folks at the Royal Botanical Gardens are closely monitoring them as 



they nest each year. Sarah is passionate about these turtles and she will be helping us to know 

how we can assist in helping them to survive.  

 

June 4th will be our Luncheon. Location is to be determined. Approximate time 12:00 p.m.  

Mark the day on your calendar. 

 

Meat pie dates are April 10th, May 8th and June 12th. Contact person is Marj Wilson 905 525 

2231. 

 

In Memory of Janet Swanson 

Janet died on March 20th, just two months short of her 100th birthday. Her daughter, Louise 

Wallis, advised us how very much Janet appreciated the cards sent by our UCW ladies, once 

Janet was no longer able to attend our meetings. Janet was one of our three group leaders 

during the nineties and always provided an intellectual and inspirational message when her 

group was in charge. As is the UCW custom $100.00 each has been given to the West Plains 

Memorial fund in memory of both Janet Swanson and Vera Downey. 

 

Hard times call for prayer and praise to the One who controls all things. 

 

After 56 years of service at West Plains the UCW has made the difficult decision to disband as 

our Executive members are ready to retire.  Throughout the years we have kept abreast of the 

mission work of West Plains. As we face this transition in our faith journey we thank everyone 

in the congregation who has always supported our endeavours. 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

Judie Langford 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School News 

We welcome any children to West Plains United Church and ask that they remain with their 

families during the church service. There are activity packages at the back of the church for the 

children to use and enjoy during this time. We hope that this is temporary and that we can 

revisit this decision in the near future.  

 

 



Worship Committee 

Please mark the following dates on your calendar! 

 
April 14th  Palm Sunday 

   10:30 am. Worship 
 

April 18th  Maundy Thursday West Plains 
   7:00 pm. Worship 

 
April 19th   Good Friday  East Plains 

   10:30 am Worship 
 

April 21st  Easter Sunday  
   8:30 am. Sunrise Service with Communion 

   10:30 am. Easter Service 
 

Worship Committee News 

Antependia: We are looking to add to our collection of antependia. A couple of people have 
agreed to work on this project during the spring and summer months. The new banners will reflect 

the various colours of the church year. 
 

Reverend Olson and Guest Ministers 
Rev. Olson will be on vacation from April 22-28. The Reverend Margot Feyerer will preach on April 

28th 
Rev. Olson will be on Study Leave from May 13-20 and the Rev. Jessie Jansen will preach on May 

19th. 
 
Easter Services 

                An Ash Wednesday service with East Plains as our guests was held in our parlour on March 6th and 
it was well attended. A Maundy Thursday service will be held on April 18th and East Plains will be 
invited to join us in our sanctuary at 7:00 pm. that day. We are invited to join East Plains for a 
Good Friday service on April 19th at 10:30 am. 

 
Music Stand 

A new music stand given in memory of Keith Buxton by his family was dedicated on March 17 th. 
Keith was a faithful choir member from 2004-2018. 

 
 

 
 
 



Suggestion Box 
If you have any ideas or suggestions about the Worship service at West Plains, please write them 
down and place them in the “Suggestion Box” located on the desk outside the Sanctuary door. The 
Worship committee appreciates your input and we will take your ideas under consideration.  
 
The Rev. Dr. Michelle Voss Roberts will be our Guest Preacher 
The new Principal of Emmanuel College will be our guest preacher for Sunday, June 23, 2019. The 
Rev. Dr. Michelle Voss Roberts, ordained by the United Church of Christ (U.S.A.), a sister 
denomination, is an expert on comparative theology in the Christian and Hindu context. She did 
her undergraduate work at Calvin College, then studied at Candler School of Theology, and Emory 

University (Master of Theological Studies) and Emory University for her Ph.D. 
 

She is Emmanuel College’s 13th Principal and their first woman principal in their 90 year history. 
She will share with us about Emmanuel College and its vision for theological education for the 

future. We welcome her to our pulpit. 
 
Thank You 
After many years of preparing and serving Communion, Tony and Isabel Vandervlist have officially 
retired from their worship duties. We thank you for your stewardship at West Plains. 

 
Hard times call for prayer and praise to the One who controls all things. 

 
  

Around The Bay Race Community Outreach 

For the 125th Around The Bay Road Race on March 31st, members of West Plains once again stood 

on the sidewalk cheering and making noise for the runners. Choir members in gowns have 

attracted a following and become a “tradition” of the race, and one spectator said she comes to 

join our choir on the sidewalk every year! 

This year, Phil and Megan Groves collected song requests and played them from the tower 

speakers. Thanks especially to Megan for her time and effort on this project. 

While our group cheered, Mark and Jennifer Scenna danced up a storm to the songs, and lots of 

smiles were seen everywhere. Runners stopped to take selfies and photos of us. Dylan Swan, the 

artist who painted each kilometer of the race, also stopped by and took a selfie with us, which he 

tweeted. 

Thanks to the great support of West Plains folk, we once again brought some joy to the 

community! Way to go! See you next year! 

 

 



Music 

There will be many special events as part of our services in the 

coming months.  There will also be concerts planned for the spring 

and the fall.  

 

Upcoming Special Music at Sunday Morning Worship 

 

On Palm Sunday, April 14th, Hamish Robertson will sing the well-known solo, “The Holy City”. 

 

On Sunday, April 28th, Joanne Best and Bev Robertson will sing a duet, accompanied by Mary 

Starodub on piano and Lianne Tan on cello. 

 

On Sunday, May 5th, we will have a guest trumpeter, Leen Tuk, from the Dundas Valley 

Orchestra. Solo by Hamish Robertson. 

 

On Sunday, May 12th, our Men of West Plains Choir will again grace us with their singing on 

Mother’s Day! 

 

On Sunday, May 19th, Christine Buxton and Sharon Nicholson will sing a duet, “Give Thanks”. 

 

On Sunday, June 9th, at our Outdoor Service, the West Plains Band will provide musical 

accompaniment. 

 

 

 

    Music Director’s Performance Calendar 

 

 

 

                                                                 



This spring, I have a few performances on the calendar which may interest you. Hope you will 

be able to attend one or more! They are all free, so please feel welcome and bring friends! If 

you have any questions, please email me at tan_lianne @hotmail.com –Lianne Tan 

 

Sunday May 5th, 3:00 – 3:20 pm at Church of The Ascension, Forrest Ave., Hamilton ( as part of 

Doors Open, there will be a Bach-A-Thon from 1-4 pm) I will play Bach on the organ with Leen 

Tuk on trumpet. Free! See https://rccohamilton.ca/events  

 

Sunday, May 26th: On this Sunday from 3-5 pm at St. Paul’s United Church, Park Ave., Dundas, I 

will be playing the cello section of the Dundas Valley Orchestra at its spring concert. The 

concert will feature my former high-school classmate, Corey Gemmell, violin, playing 

Prokofiev’s violin Concerto No. 1, as well as the famous works Pictures at an Exhibition by 

Mussorgsky, and The Merry Wives of Windsor by Nicolai. Free!  

See http://dundasvalleyorchestra.ca/concerts/. 

 

Thursday, June 6th, 12-1 pm at Roy Thomson Hall, Toronto, I will play a 10 minute solo organ 

segment during the Choir + Organ Noon Hour Concert in this fabulous concert hall. The 

featured choral performance will be by the outstanding Oakville choir for Children and Youth. 

Free! See https://www.roythomsonhall.com/tickets/series/choir-and-organ?  

 

Saturday, June 8th, 2-3 pm at the John Bell Chapel, Appleby College, 540 Lakeshore Road West, 

Oakville, I will play in an organ recital, alongside organist Simon Walker, in part to celebrate my 

last 20 years as organist at the chapel. All welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

Live! @ West Plains     

Songs for the Soul ~ Sunday April 28 at 7pm at Carlisle United Church, the 3 Church Choirs of St. 

James (Waterdown), Carlisle, and West Plains, will host a joint musical event celebrating the joy 

of the Easter season and the warm spring sunshine. This concert will feature the choirs, soloists, 

and instrumentalists of Carlisle, St James, and West Plains United Churches, including the 

children's choir The Songbirds of Waterdown. The variety of musical styles promises something 

for everyone: spirituals, gospel, folk, country… and even a little Elvis! All are welcome to come 

enjoy songs such as Down in the Valley to Pray and Swing Low, Sweet Chariot, and to learn about 

the stories behind some of our favourite tunes. Refreshments to follow. Free will offerings are 

accepted with thanks.  

http://dundasvalleyorchestra.ca/concerts/
https://www.roythomsonhall.com/tickets/series/choir-and-organ


 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
Garage Sale: 

 

The members of Footnotes will be hosting a garage sale, bake sale, and craft sale here at West 

Plains United Church. Our very own Crafters group will have one of the tables at this sale.  

 

Several of the tables will be a fundraiser for the Burlington Footnotes and the proceeds will 

assist in the annual production performed at the Burlington Performing Arts Centre in June. 

 

Please come out and browse. There will be items suitable for Mother’s Day gifts.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weddings and Funerals 

Please feel free to see Reverend Leigh Olson about any questions that you have concerning 

weddings and funerals at West Plains United Church. She can be reached at the church 905-

529-4871 or after hours on her cell at 905-536-8469. Look on the West Plains United Church 

website for updated information about weddings and funerals. 

 


